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Where washingtonféhPeople Live

Because of the influences of topography, climate, accessibility and re-r::.
industrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly througho.™
the state, Over two-thirds of the people live in the western portion, concew -
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound, The Olympic Mounta::.s
and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette~Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, Tt cor-
tains a fairly well~distributed rural population on its river deltas and : -
rolling, glacial drift plains, - .

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic cone
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastersn
Washington, Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains and the Selkirks have but few peopiac
Dryland and upland areas which cannot be irrigated, such .as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hills of Yakima Counzv,

y

are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the i<~
rigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in whe
Pasco and Quincy Basins, In the far eastern section--the Palouse Hills--the
uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distribuied
population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricule
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,

-

Growth 2{ Poprulation

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russimn, British and American X
peditions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Ownere

.8hip of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain. A compiromise, the

Joint Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River. British interests (the Northe
west Company and the Hudson's Bay Company) established fur trading posts at
Spokane and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by
the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by the settlements at Fort .Spoe
kane, Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company., The British increased
their influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver
and Fort Nisqually between 182l and 1633, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson's Bay
Company which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly,

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
18L0's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States. Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbis

into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders,



The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which
gave the United States the present area of Washington and established the
Cenadian boundary as it exists today, Oregon Territory (including all of the
present 8tate of Washington) was created in 1848 by Congress, with its capitcl
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Montic=ilo
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked for a separate.terrix’
torial government, Washington Territory was created Mareh 2, 1851, with a ap-

Stk Azl = g

- itol-at Olympia on Puget Sound, -~ Isaac I, Stevens was appoinﬁgzd"'as Governor..

=y - Population growth was slow before 1860, Lack of roads; the'lcnmg distance
.--£rom the Fast, and the difficulty of : clearing the dense forests of the Puget

. Sound. country kept imndgration to'a mimimuwi, Indian hostility ‘prevented setils.

--»dment. dn most. of - sastern Washing¥on priorte 1858, and that ‘tended 4o slow move::
zment . into. the Puget Sound Basiw, - The Washington population was only 11,59

- agcording to the.1860 Census, ~ - -+ . R ' S

In 1863, the Washington territorial boundaries were changed to the preseat
state lines by the creation of Idaho Territory. The Census of 1870 was the '
- first to follow.the present.boundariesy.:and it enuherated a:population of
.. .. Population grew rapidly from 1870 to 1890, New transcontinental railroads
. —-brought large waves .of immigrants from. the East and Burope, The complétion o
., .:the Union Pacific to the Columbia River brought new - into

.. .- Washington,. When the Northern Pacific reached Spokane in 1880 and was con=
-~ binued: on toward Puget Sound, - settlérs occupied the Palouse and Big Bend wheat
«+i:lapds-ané the Yakima Valley, In 1883, six new counties were ¢reated in eastern
- .Washingten, Expansion of coastwise shipping and lumbering buiit up the cities
- -won Paget -Sound and at Grays Harber; Washington Teiritory was admitted to the
.w:Union as a state in 1889, The peputation at that time was 350,000,

The period 1900-1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which’the state :
gained 621,000 persons, more than doubling to 2,141,950, Two other railroads,
- Great Nopbhern-and. Chicago, ‘Milwaukes and Saint Paul, reached Pugst Seund in
- 1893 and '1909,. respectively, The lumbe¥ industry and agricultbrd supported
.1+ move people; land and timber seekers homesteaded free public demdin “lands in
.- . .~bhe mountainous -areas, The. Alaskan ‘gold rush doubled -Seattle's population
. withinsg-decades Railroads and-ships brought lerge numbers of pecplsé from ;
:-Burope, w10 took up. lumbering, fishing, mining and agriculture, Ranked numer=
-+ . Acally, according to the 1920 Census, the largest. foreign-born groups in ‘the
~. . gtate were Canadians (12,000}, Swedés (35,000), Norwegians (34,000), English
.- {23,000}, Germans (22;000), Italiars(18,000), Finns (12,500, Russians (11,000)
. .and Trish (9,000), I O e : - .

.~ .~ Between 1910 and 1940 population grew at a slower but steady rate, The _.
Yncrease was about 20,000 per year. - The lumber industry began ‘to decline after
1929, Reduced employment and a growing scarcity of land were reflected in a

- pliower rate .of populdtion -growthi.: Howevery during the 1930%s, imany farmers

. From the (reat Plains drought ‘areds moved -overland to Washington seeking.

farming opportunities, R :
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The 1940-1950 decade brought the greatest inerease in Washington history.
Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new defense industries, it re-
sulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, MNost of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Plerce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the
Federal atomic works in Benton County., :

Urban and Rural Population

In 1870 the entire population of Waghington was living in rural areas-~in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,0 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of "urban" which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52
Percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle,
Tacoma, 3pokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns, This trend
follows the national pattern, '

Table 1,~ Population of Washington The rural population is predome
1860-~1955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
602,026 parsons who live in the coun-
I ' try, but do not operate farms. The
??%r PopulaﬁipnﬂA rurgl farm population decreased about
1860 11,594 . ong=fifth between 1940 and 1950, and
1870 23,955 rumbered only 273,771 or 11,5 percent
1880 75,116 . of the state's total 1950 population
1890 357,232 of 2,378,963, As a result of the
1300 518,103 farm~toweity trend in Washington,
1910 1,101,990 . about one person in ten is living on
1920 1,356,621 a farm and about six persons out of
1930 1,563,396 ~ ten are living in a town or city
1940 1,736,191 larger than 2,500,
1950 2,378,963 :
1955 2,580,000 Acoording to the 1955 estimates

Sources: U,S, Census, Popuwlation: of the Washington Census Board, the
Washington State Census  ven leading cities of Washington
Board, April 1, 1955 ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),
Estimate, Spokane (182,000), Tacama (156,000),

) ; . . Yakima (43,000), Vancouver (L1,950),
Bellingham (35,700), Everett (u3,100), Bremerton (32,200), Walla Walla (25,L00)
and Longview (23,500),

Population of Columbia County

Most of Columbla County's population resides in the west central area of
the eounty in the Tucannon and Touchet Valleys, In terms of persons per square
mile it ie quite sparse with an average of only about 5 persons per sguare mile,
Southern Columbia County includes Umatilla National Forest in the Blue Moutie.
tains, a relatively uninhabited area. A majority of the population, over one-
half, lives in Dayton, Rural farm population is mainly scattered on large
farms raising grain and livestock. Columbia County!s population of L,700

ranked thirty-fifth among Washington counties in 1955,



.10, G Ll s Columbia County, Washington '
poamed L e Table 2.- Populatian of eolumbia County i S
R RN A | ﬂ.88061955 I
ron . 2 ok s 'Pereent Parcentu-. '
sy, - iear .Populatd.on l-..-ﬁural “Urban’ |
1880] 7,103 100 0
1890 | 6,709 100 | 0. o
900 7,18 |00 | 0
R S e L 1920i) 6,093 1 5598 Aok o T
sl e 0T T 193017 G, 39600 BRG] G e e
P e . 1-.9110 . 5’5)49 A | . ’55 & 5&_{»5.' i o S
vt oo 001950 1,860+ ] v3856 |- Bmaly- - . o
S e 1985 | by i bl ] 96 e
=0T Sources U, S Oensue,PoEulation S 3»,::"‘,-":,3--_

wcey oo Fopulation 1s predominantly urban:ascording to.the classifiogtiofs used
by, the Bureau of Census, Dayton is the only place: classified as urban (an

. ”urban “place 18 a city or town.of 2,500 or over), The 1950 Census olassified

¥ Columbia Cointy's population of:h,860 as-£0lIowa: ' urban; 25979 (61 peroent),

‘i'ural-fa.m 1,520 (31 percentf)_«;ahd mral-.noritam (8 percent

P g losely assomated with agne\m.ural develop=
ment; . The yeriod from 1880 to- 1900 was one;of ¥ery rapid growth in Columbia
County. {The population of whet is now Columb{.a ‘County was. reduced consideps
§%13r' below the. 1860 Censys repom. by -the creation of Garfield County in 1681
L agn.d 4sotiln County in’ IBBB).. Golumbia Courty's growth followed the discovery
B ““Yhat wheat could be.grown ‘on-a successful commePaigl scale on the hills, The

cﬁming of the raﬂroad which p:ov;lded an economicel means of tranaporting the

gra?.,u tu mar'auu was a paﬁﬁi}u J:RGUOI‘. ropu.l.gv;on qecuneﬂ alter  the paak numoe;'
of 7,128 was réported in 1900, “Considerable-abandonment. of  dryland whaat farms

. --Regurred 4n the 1920's and 1930's, Drought;: dow wheat prices.and movement of |

. Tdrm families o' industrial cities all. .played a-part in the doWrmErd. trend from -
1’,‘1@@ An 1800 to 5,5‘&1& 15’{;0. Mapy amallér é."ﬁx‘ﬁa and Homesteads were sold;

i furms became larger wit'h fewer families faiming, " The' introduction of commercial
Vegetablea for proceggsing in the 1930 %, growth of a. l6eal canning industry and

T an imre«se 4n. umggt&on rammg played some part in élowing the population

v ﬂeﬂ‘l*im "im're 19!»-'. c@ﬂﬁﬁlidagu. n of farms has now slowed considerably frem

* the pace of formet yedrs, The Washington State Oeqeua Board enstimtqd the
county!s population as 1,700 in 1957,

,‘ __}~
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There are two incorporated towns in Cafamhia Gamty-na:yuﬁ “and Starbuck,

5 4,-They contain 3,170 or over two~thirds. of, the county's iphabitants, - Numerous
;.g{heat ang. Iivestoc }t tam ,operators.iive in the towns and gommite. to-their
‘Properties. during. the orop. planting. ,and,,hanvqsting aeaaon. Daytoniis.the

oounty seat and is located: dn.the: center.of the.wheat and pea growing:region,

o Deybon, grew steadily up wntil gbout 19h0. when ite: peak population.of 3,026 was
reported, - Tha town wig first, mzquzﬁ,cultura;, trnde -center and shipping point

,,,,

‘;,,‘,.,and dn more’ rqcent years-has’ als,qp becoma .a processing center for the:vegetables

- mam ansdm oMV ﬂ-\,..._l..l---
grown in the surrcunding ares . Dayton.has almost two~thirds. of Columbia

County's population, BStarbuck had a population of 1,500 at its peak. The town
wag the site of the division shops of the Oregon Railrcad and Navigation

cn
Ve Ve
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Company, The introduction of a lecomotive which was able to negotiate this
section of the line without helpers led to the eventual closing of the shops
in 1932, Starbuck's population declined from 760 in 1910 to 176 in 1957,
Today the town is an agricultural trade center,

0

Table 3,- Population of Incorporated Flaces
Columbia County, 1910~1957°

wa——- e am——
v - b a—

Incorperated q04 : -
City or Town| 1920 | 1920 | 1930 | 1940 1950 | 1957 y
Dayton 2,389 | 2,695 2,528 3,026 | 2,979 2,995
Starbuck 761 52k | 346 | 51| 19k 176
1/ Populations for 1957 are éstimates of the Washington
State Census Board,

Sources: U, S. Census, Population.
thhingbon State Census Board.

Typical of many counties of the western United” States, Columbia County
has been a melting pot of immigrants from many foreign lands. Free homesteads,
low-priced and productive land attracted many immlgrants from agricultural
regions of the midwestern United States and Canada and Europe. Near the end

£

"I

Table L.~ Foreign-Born White Population, Columbia County
1850, 1920 and 1950 L ‘

.......

; Country of Birth' 1890 1'920 121950

England and Wales.;... | 32 ] .26 U
Scotlando...oooqal“ioi .lh h . h
Northern Ireland.,.... el s -
Ireland (Ei_re)....'.;.n 51 ...13 {.. 1
Norwaylloeooa---oao"ln : ,12. ,«1‘-‘- h
Sweden.-.coco'-noo¢010 ' 17 19 . h
Denmark......o...,..-.‘" 20 | 29 20

Netherlandso.noe tcee s - 1l 1
Swi‘bzerland.........u 12 5 A
France.......--...-.-o 6 6 2

Gez‘many............... 86 ha 10
Poland...'.‘.......'.. 3 h l
cZGOhOSlOV&kia.no sesree Lol - el
Austriacooonoeooocgoc. 5 9 1
Yugoslavidececscsesees - 1 e
Russia (UQS‘SGRQ)DOIOO - h 1
Finlando.-tooocoocnaoo bl eam avem
I‘taly....a............ L 5 1
Canad&"Frencha sseonane L
Canada~Otheressesesss | 131 | S6| 36
A1l other countries,.. 51{ 204§ 16

Totals Lho | 260 107

Percent foreign-born..| 6.5 ] L.3| 2.2
% Source: U, S, Census, Population

21
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-of the ploneer: settlement period.in:1890,.nearly.7 percent of the population
~:was forsigh born,’ This figure ig. lower than for.mapy of the wheat’ gounties
“but’ 15 |3imilar ’bo thoge of Garfield and Asotin- Gounties.  Both t.he rnumber and
'percem:dge O.I UOJ.WHUJ.& bourrby'a poptua'clo;l ma'c were xorelgn ?DOI‘ITI aec.u.neu

after 1890, The largest immigrant groups were from Canadd and Germany.
Agriculture is by far the laading field of employment in Columbia County,

In 1950, about 37 percent of all wage earners and self-employed persons worked
in agriculture: The.secénd majer-type of employment was-in miscellaneous
gervices and third was work in vetail and wholesale trade, ~Manufacturing was
fourth in importance wi'oh about one-eighth of the work force, Occupations of
minor mtp@ﬁaﬁce 1nc.|.uapu OOHBBI‘U.C‘G:LOB, 'DI‘B.I'.LSPOI"D&'OJ.OH and coum;y [y state and
federal govermment. -positions, The connty's economy is highly specialized
around commeroial. crop agriculture and the processing and handling of peas,

wheat and barley,

Table 5.- Employment of the. Populat.ion
Columbia Gounty, 1950 ¢ -

o P——

-

~~~~~~

. Source: U. Be- Census, Populatcion

""""

o

- , 'r B nt Male TFemale | Total. | Percent of
' ypes of ployme - Wor:kers Workers Workers . Workers -

Total emploved workers o * X L 39&" [ 355 . 1,749 | +7100,0

) --griculvu-;vo‘on [] ". I'.'l-‘l. ;'.;.‘;l::.‘ ‘ - 618 I'—V‘l _ 6!3!-‘ A | éé.& <
Foreatry and fiShe‘!“leS. ' _o Saees } h" ' A SR h LR 62
Miningoboonlocclo'oouuu'nvl.'i-lin" ‘2' - - 2 01
r‘hnstructioniiiéiiiiiiilii-‘iiii‘ 103 v 3 1‘;6 66]— =
Manufacturing.escesescecscaspes | :_163. g < 20k 11,7
Transportationcttoooo'-o-toutbc R, hs i < 3 . ha 20?
Retall and wholesale storese..,. . 288 87 275 15,7
Miscellaneous services,..iieses | ' ‘165 ‘158 323 18,6
Public administration (govern- :i:-: RIS B

me]nt mployment)t.'tclo‘qooor —«U- o O lh- ‘4 . 6h e

Other employmén‘b...............-x'- 5 23| 1 be5



